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NOTE TO THE THIRD EDITION

Having substantially revised this History in 2889, | received an email on Easter(EYeApril 2020
from Paul Tindall whbadseen the new edition onlindr T i n demnhilcodtainedsome invaluabl
informationabout he hi st ory of t he or gahemostsignificénbeiniyize!
stoplist of the first organIn anemail of16 April 2020he provided furthefactsand insights.| am
immensely grateful Mr Tindalland have revised this History in light of the information he has so
supplied
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CHAPTER ONE

TheFirstOrgan
(17721859)

The Parish Church of St Matthew, Bethnal Green was conseyridiedishop of Llandadh

15" July 1746. Then, as now, Bethnal Green was not a rich area and financial problems had
dogged the projetd build achurchwhich had begun thi discussions aboudrginga separate

parish out of Stepney as early as.A&80wksmoor had been invited to design the building, but

his plans for a basiliggpe church werdeemed too expensive and the church was eventually
built to a less ambitious, but nevertheless grasdfelneby the eminent architect George
Dance the eldgi 7391752 who also designed the Mansion House and several other London

churches, includint BotolpkhwithoutBi s hopsgate (1725), St Leor
1740), St BotolpwithoutAldersgate (1741744), and St Botol@hAldgate (1744)Danc e 0 s
originaldrawngs f or St Matthewds s*urvive in Sir Jo

St Matt hewo oc B&gfronmthelnortbwestp

1 Fr John Oldlandrev.), A History of the Parish Church of Saint Matthew Bethnal Gi@gn. [London?],n.pl.

[ St Matt hewdés Par orcdh,ipa.lYesCinechurchreally ovasmedicdte@ by the Bishop of
Llandaff!

2Qldland p. 3

$Qldland p. 3

4Adey GrummetAs hort and anecdot al histpLgndbdbnst SMaMahetwé wo E
Parochial Church Council, 2011), p. 11

5 Source: church archived he inscription under this etching rea@gthnal Green Hamlet was separated from
Stepney, and madedistinct Parish 16 Geo. Il. On the N.E. corner of Hare Street is situated the above Ch.
which was built 1743, and is a neat and commodious Edifice, the Interior is plain but handsome, the Tower
contains 8 small Bells. The Roman way from London led thr&aghnal Green, joining the Military Way from
the WestThe Rector the R&wJoshua King A.M. in 1809 succeeded the"R&%. Loxham A.M.Drawn by G.



Theear |l i est i nformation about Thebefflevs Manasaripti n St
collection of stoflists compiled around 1809 Henry Lefflef. The entry for Bethnal Green
states:

Organ erected irCthusch in 1772 by Byfield & Gfzsane from Newbury in
Berkshire in exchange for a néw Organ

Backgroundniformation of this kind iguite common throughout the sourc@®metimes the

organisis namedandthe yeafoccasionally also the monthhis/herappointment maglisobe

noted In a few casekesalarys stated But such information usuadlppearsmly if the entry

includes the list of stop® B | a n k é@ntanrthie name and location of ¢herch onlywith

space belovor the stopsand any additionatateriato beinsertedat a later dateBasically, no

stoplist means no other informatiomh e entry f or StbecMsehavihge wd s i
noted the historicklackground_efflerdid not listthe stog. Insteachewrote

Not worth £2@Rubbish.

St Mat t h e wridysrgan ® faihto imprasslLeffler. Other dismissive comments include:

OA very good for not hing Organd (Chapel Ro:
Georgeds Bloomsbury, p . 22), 0A very bad o1
Squarep. 23)andd The Chorus is noisy but nod Theery Mu:s
is plenty of praise, too, with the organ of the Temple Cawandedhe highesaccolade 6 T hi s

i's the finest o r dNaverthelessno Imattertioov péor h¢ fhoughtthd ) .
instrument, Lefflealwaysvrote downtsstop lisbe x cept f or St Matt hewds

The financial limitations of the parish probably account for both the delay @mndhbhs®f a
seconehand instrumenthat wagit would seer of poorqualitycondition andmay therefore

havebeen acquired cheaplyeffler describeshe (new)threemanualNewbury organ fullgnd

notes that it ©6Cost ARI®Weéand the Ol d Organ v

Leffler states that the (new) Newbury orgarbway/field & GreeH Since it is they who later
installed the old Newbury othaytheyepithre oldédrgartMa t t h e
in storage for a couple of years before erectingdtimal GreenAs Paul Thdall note. Thé

first organist at Newbury wappointed in 1709, so it is a reasonable supposition that an organ
from about then was the one sold to Bethnal Gidething is known about its build&b

Shepherd and etched by W. Angus for the Architectural Series of London Churches. Published by J. Booth,
November 241818

61 am indebted tdr Paul Tindall forkindly bringing the reference ifhelLeffler Manuscripto the first St

Matt hewds organ to my attent i oNotetonhe ThirdsEdittoabave)l Mt o me of
Ti ndal | Lefiet, erganidt ¢f St Kath@rine by the Tower, was a busy rmgtrumentalist in London,

andits unli kely he would have seen (pmaiofibdmil2029). al | the o
Nevertheless, the tone of the subjective judgments passed on the London organs in particular suggests that

Leffler was familiar with themFormerly n private handsTheLeffler Manuscripis now the propey of the

British Institute of Organ Studies (BIOS) and is held in the British Organ Archive in Birminghdras been

published in facsimileThe Leffler ManuscriptFacsimile Edition with Introductioby Peter WilliamgReigate,

BIOS, 2010)and, having obtained a copy, | have consulted it in preparing the Third Edition of the present work

7 Leffler, p. 67

8 E.g. Alhallows [sic] Lombard StreetOrganistMiss Rodd/ 1812/ Salary3 0 A& [ s Steajvrercp . 6 )

Gui l dhall: &hely/gSalary 398 Died AprilGh 1805. / MBanner May 1806(p. 31

9 Leffler, p. 67

10 effler, p. 178

11 effler, p. 178

12 paul Tindall, email of 11 Apri2020. The installation of an organ that was over 60 years old is entirely

feasible. As we shall see, the organ installed after World War Il had been built in 1877 and so was over 80 years

old when erected in the rebuilt church



Havinggiven up all hope of ever knowing the $tdpst of t he first orgar
author waslelightedo beinformed byPaul Tindalf that itis recordedn anothersource The
Sperling Notelsdbk

St Matt hewds ABRmtchliA0§7); instatled leyByfi€ld & Green, 1772)
Great Organ(GG (short 8¥) Swell Orgar(d][-€], enclosed)
Open Diapason Open Diapason

Stopt Diapason Stop Diapason

Principal Principal

Fifteenth Cornet2 ranks
Sesquialtef@ranks(bas$ Trumpet

Cornet3 ranks(treblg Hautboy

Trumpet

It is interesting to note th#te two manual departments on this instrument Gegat and
Swell. This has been normal on English organsasmaed the middle of theineteenth
century. Howevehefore that timat usual for the second manual to &hair department
This secondary division woughicallyhave been played fraime lower of the twéeyboards

the Greatmanuabeing theupperone®® By virtue of having a Swell department as its second
(upper)manual this orgamust have seemed curious to Lefiidichmay have influenced his
negative opinioaf it.

As wagdypicalduring the period, the GreatOrgari t he f i r st dé&tendbtatd t h e wi
ODoub(G&i 86 or gan b uli,laddower thanshe dowestheabn dhodern
organs, batt wd't Tha @eelldOsghn began at middlear@ was intended
principallyfor playing solos with the right hand (accompanied by softer stops on the Great
Organ, played by the left handlhe éweell n g 6 wh®avelativelyrecent inventiorihat

enabled melodies to be played more expressitrelgrescendos and diminuendos. The early
English Swell Organ wast a completesecondary choruse. a softer version of the Great

13 Email of 11 April 2020

¥ The Perling Notebooksomprise three large volumésatbelong to the Royal College of Organibts are on
long-term loan to the British MuseunTheyhave been published in a modern editidames BoeringeQrgana
Britannica: Organs in Great Britain 1660860: a complete edition of the Sperling notebooks and drawings in
the Library of the Royal College of Organigt®wisburg Bucknell University Press, 18839). Mr Tindall

n ot e sSpdrlihgamas a&clergyman (aathateur architect, who designed at least two churchés)vrote a

book about Middlesex Churches in the 1840s which mentions some organs, but not all the information is the
same as in the notebooKkghis suggests that he acquired the bulk of his inftiondrom someone else later on:
most of it seems to have been copied in the early<li@&re he married in 1854 and stopped recording things.
His information is voluminous, especially for the years 18380, but not necessarily always accurate. There
are also a number of drawings of organs, which are pasted in, and clearly consigadyiyhan the tegt

(email of 16 April 2020)

15 Sperling,Vol. 1, p. 61 Informationobtained byPaulTindall via a British Librarjioan

16 An important extant examglbeing the organ of Adlington Hall, Cheshire
(https://npor.org.uk/NPORView.htmI?RI=N04410its survival may be attributed to it being in a private
residence rather than a church

17 This was a common arrangement and meant that, to the left of the lowest C key on the Gredhédegan
would have been a 6whitebd key that | ooked |Iike a B bu
sharp/D flat would have sounded AA. Enblisrgan music of the period often calls for GG and AA (which
causes problems when performing the repertoire on modern instruments) b{utsidly)require the missing
notesi though some organs hadthént hi s was call ed a 6l ong octaved)

3
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Organ) that was the role of the Choir Orga@nshortcompass Swell Organ can be seen in the
picture(below) of thaestoredorgani n St Bot o IThe &bdesce &f Ipatiajsasalse
typicalof English organs of thiane

As noted above, Leffler states thatdtgan had been valuedea00 in 177¢ which suggests

t hat this is what St Ni chol asds Newbury was
(E330) St Matt hewos pr es umaplbsl eyectiomaand restbrationg e d |
/improvement costs. Perhaps the ear mterval between the organ being removed from
Newbury andinstalledin Bethnal Greerwas becauseS t Ma t hahirg veécared the
instrumenttookseveral months to raise thecessarynds. Alternatively, it might simply have

been a matter of fittingteeor Kk i nt o Byfield & Greends sched

Sincethe original builder(s) of this instrument are unknsame information aboyfield &
Greenwho i nstall ed, is provided he®iThe Bgfield farsilyw vere well
established London organ builders. Sa@neein(17401796)wasborn in Oxfordshiré and is
known to have been partnershifpetween 1761 and 17A&Bh one of thethree organ builders
calledJohn Byfield. W. L. Sumner believeit to be with John Byfield [If}° while Stephen
Bicknell more recently stated thwa partnership was withis son John Byfield [llIIf* Paul
Tindall has confirmed, however tihatvas with John Byfietl] and lasted from 7681772

Samuel Green married Sarah Norton on 1 January 1772 and set up on his own
sometime thatyBar.f i el d announced in October tha
on his own account[.édiedliml799: hevstragglddo hn By f i
after Green left, went bankrupt in 1774 and did not make any more new organs.
John Byfield Ill was not korh7é®

So the erectioof the organ n St Matthewds was one a@hfd t heir
whil e John Byf i ssbndeclindGteg¢npirsontcagiwas ia the ascenddrtie
was tadbecome one dhe most eminemhen in the history of Britisirganbuilding providing

new or substantially new organs for the cathedrals at Canterbury, Wells, Lichfield,
Salisbury, Rochester, Bangor and Cashe
Chapel, Windsor; the Royal Hesgtalich; New College, Oxford; and many

for parish churches in London and thé provinces.

Regrettablyno dawing oft he f i r st o r garvivesa NeveBhelesdm itden bfe wd s
what this instrument might haweked(and soundedike may bgleaned from study ektant
contemporary organs in churches within a few miles of Bethnal Green.

18 | effler, p. 18

19 Stephen BicknellThe History of the English Orggi@ambridge, CUP, 1996), p. 181

20william Leslie SumnerThe Organ4"edn (London, McDonald and Janeds, 19
21 Bicknell, p. 181

22 Email of 11 April 2020

22 Email of 11 April 2020 For furthei nf or mati on see Paul TindBdSI, 6A New
Reporter Vol. XXXIl, No. 3 (July 2008), pp. 3@2

24 Bicknell, p. 183, referencinGe nt | e ma n 6(3uneM@lg)agmated i@ Hopkins and Rimbalifte Organ
(London, Robert Cocks & Co., 1877) . Many of Greenoés
recognition, though there is, for example, surviving pipework in the organ of Rochester Cathedral. The organ in

the Royal Naval College Chapel@reenwich is believed to be the largest instrument by Green still in its

original position (seéttps://ornc.org/oustory/royathospital/thechapel)

% paul Tindall hagonfirmed (emal of 16 April 2020) that there is no p
Leffleror Sperling and that it is not even mentioned in other nineteeptitury sources such @ganographia

(Library of the Royal College of Music), the-salledG.P. England Notebookproperty of John Mandemor

the notes oAlexander Buckinghaniwho was arorgan buildey. Mr  Ti ndal | notes that Buck

4
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Theorganitft Bot ol pisbetevedtodgat e
be originally the work ofRenatis Harris®

Having beemuilt for the old church(17045), it

wasrebuilt byJohnByfield[I]i n Geor ge Dan:
newsS t B o tinoll4¢’h 1@ is interesting to

note thatthis organ wasnstalled in the new
churchby the eldest Byfiejdst two yearbefore

St Ma t wah eedicated One wonders

whethera connectiorwas madévia Dancé)that

would leadto St Ma t ldten abtaidireg an

organ fromByfield& Green Given the date of

its original construction and the likely date of the
first St Matthewds organ
that this isthe instrument that comes closest in
appearance totleer gan i nstalled in
in 1772. Restored by Martin Goet& Dominic

Gwynn Ltd in 2002062 t he St Bot ol |
Aldgate instrumens$ possiblghe oldest working

church organ in Engladdandthe best surviving

example of its periodis 1744specificatiorwas

probably as follows:

| 'Ijlfl!lllll‘ln

St Botol gthds Al dgat

StBot ol phdés Al dgat e-5/]Byfiel dtlt4d Harri s 170

Choir Organ(GG (short 8¢8) Ecchos [sic] (¢, enclosed)
Stopt Diapason (wood) Open Diapason

Principal Stopt Diapason

Flute (metal) Cornet 4 ranks)

Bassoon (from c) Trumpet

Vox Humana (from c) Hautboy

Great Organ(GG (short 8¥8) AccessoryDrum

Open Diapason

Stopt Diapason (metal treble)
Principal

Twelfth

Fifteenth

Sesquialterd fanks)

Furniture 8 ranks)

Cornet § ranks)

Trumpet

transcribednot entirely completely) iThe OrganfMagazine] Nos. 206213 (c. 19723) (email of 16 April

2020)

26 Bicknell, p. 117 states that the instrument contains work by Thomas Harris (c. 1676) but Goetze and Gwynn
st at dtlodkdas if thedorgan dates from shortly before 130@hen Renatus Harris was paid for the
Trumpet gsicHhttBsthmmavgdetzegwynn.co.uk/organ/aldgate/

27 https://npor.org.uk/NPORView.htmI?RI=R01332

28 https://www.goetzegwynn.co.uk/organ/aldgate/

2% Photograph reproduced by kind permission of Messrs Goetze & Gwwmngoetzegwynn.co.uk

30 https://npor.org.uk/NPORView.htmI?RI=R0133Zhis varies slightly from Leffler (p. 13)
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https://www.goetzegwynn.co.uk/organ/aldgate/
https://npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=R01332
https://www.goetzegwynn.co.uk/organ/aldgate/
http://www.goetzegwynn.co.uk/
https://npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=R01332

. Though altered by Bishop in 19d&8maged in World
War I, rebuilt with a detachstbpkeyconsole by N.
,ﬂ | lﬁMIl\ W_—— P. Mander Ltd in 195and now unplayable¢he
i Iml !!!!umw" = original case, console and much of the pipesfahie
m, L organ butl by Richard Bridge (d. 1758)in St

Leonar dods, (alSohhyrDamdasurdves:

WMM M“l!!!!!“{‘\ll _\, ',' The specification (below) shows how standardised

English orgarstoplistswere at this period, additional
stops frequently amounting to little more than
duplications (note the two Open Diapasons on the
Great and the two Trumpets)

St Leonardnh®s Shoredit

St Leonardds Shoredi®ch (Richard Bri dg:é

Choir Organ(GG#€) Swell Organ(ge)
Open Diapason Open Diapason
Stopped Diapason Stopped Diapason
Principal Principal

Fifteenth Cornet Branks)
Flute Trumpet
Voxhumandgsic] Hautboy

Great Organ(GGE€)

Open Diapason
Open Diapason
Stopped Diapason
Principal

Twelfth

Fifteenth

Tierce
Sesquialterd (anks)
Furniture 8 ranks)
Cornet g ranks) (front)
Trumpet

Trumpet

Clarion

31 https://npor.org.uk/NPORView.htmI?RI=R00632

32 Photograph reproduced by kind permission of Bob Speel
http://www.speel.me.uk/chlondon/chl/stleonardshoreditch/stleonardorgan.jpg
33 | effler, p. 31
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- moderncasewi t h

The organ ir5t Mar yds (boathdfthe hi t he
Thames, but still not far from Bethnal Green) is an
example of an instrument originallyJbiinByfield

[Il]. It has a patrticularly firend (for the period)

O0ser pedprobdilye 6 el e
finerand more moderthant he f i r st St M:
instrument

St Maryods *Rot herhithe

St Maryos

Choir Organ(GG (short 88)
Stopped Diapason

Principal

Flute

Fifteenth

Vox Humana

Great Organ(GG (short 8)
Open Diapason

Stopped Diapason
Principal

Nason

Twelfth

Fifteenth

Sesquialterd fanks)

Cornet § ranks) (from tenaC)
Trumpet

Clarion

Rotherhith5® (John

Byfield [1]

Swell Orgar(ge)
Open Diapason
Stopped Diapason
Principal

Cornet 8 ranks)
Trumpet

Hautboy

34 Photograph reproduced by kind permission of Messrs Goetze & Gwwmngoetzegwynn.co.uk
% Bicknell, p. 169Ha mi | t o n 6 spp.QHL112;kttpsi/mpaonorg.uk/NPORView.htmI?RI=N16179
Leffler p. 69. Stop names have been modernized here

v
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https://npor.org.uk/NPORView.html?RI=N16179

The organnstalled byByfield & Greers er ved St Matthewds f"or
December 1859. That night a fire ravaged
o [

that the firemen were ¢ eThee adliginal IGeorsyiareirdgerics, o f
including the organ, perished in the flames.

nea
t h
[

h
s

THE RUINS OF BETHNAL GREEN CHURCH, SKETCHED AFTER THE FIRE.

StMa t t h aftev the fire of 1859, in th&/ustrated London News*’

%6 QOldland p. 7
r

SPicture source: authoroés collection
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CHAPTER TWO

The Henry Jones Organ
(18621940)

Following the fire the church was rebuilt and reopamedyears and a day later 13
December 186% Aspects of the original design seem to have been preserved, including the
galleries; but, either at this time or Iatgnificanthanges were made, such as the erection of a
rood screerg newly designed roahdthe addition of a hideou=upolato the towey as may be

seen in the picturéelow

Pencil drawing ofthe pre-World War Il sanctuary®

%8 QOldland p. 7
39 Source: church archives. Artist and date unknown. The drawing was rescued from theftaibthie ahurch

was bombed in 1940hence the damage
9



The preWorld War Il interior (looking east)®

40 Source: church archives

1C



The exterior in 190 (from the south west}*

41 Source: church archives. It is not known when the cupola was removed, but it is absent from the pictures that
show the church after it was bombed, though a flagpole magdrean the top of the tower, suggesting that the
cupola had been dismantled some time before the Second WorldTWamnow demolished mortuary chapel

may be seenn the lefthand side of the pictuyaith the school behind
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