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Christmas with the Giltspur Singers 
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 

 

St Clement Danes 
Wednesday, 12th December 2018, 7.00pm 

  
The Advent Prose: Drop down, ye heavens 
Cantor: Nick Whitehead 
 
1st Reading: God speaks comfortable words of hope to his people (Isaiah 40:1-5) read by Lydia Manuell 
 
Please stand and join in the singing  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel   
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free   
Thine own from SatanΩs tyranny; 
From depths of hell thy people save, 
And give them victΩry oΩer the grave: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel   
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

3 O come, thou Day-Spring, come and cheer   
Our spirits by thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And deathΩs dark shadows put to flight: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel   
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
4 O come, thou Key of David, come   
And open wide our heavΩnly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel   
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

5 O come, O come, thou Lord of Might, 
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
In ancient times didst give the law, 
In cloud and majesty and awe: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel   
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
Words: Adapted from a translation by J. M. Neale (1818-1866) ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ΨhΩ !ƴǘƛǇƘƻƴǎ 
Music: aŜƭƻŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ΨIȅƳƴŀƭ bƻǘŜŘΩ όм856), adapted from a French Missal; descant by Christopher Maxim (1996) 

 
 
Antiphon: O Wisdom 
O where shall wisdom be found? William Boyce (1711-1779) 
Verse soloists: Antonia Stoneman (S1), Lydia Manuell (S2), Nicky Johns (A), Nick Grounds (T), Tim Murray (B) 
 
Antiphon: O Adonaï 
Adam lay ybounden    Howard Skempton (b.1947) 
 
Antiphon: O Root of Jesse 
O quickly come    Anthony Pitts (b.1969) 
 
Please stand and join in the singing 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in thee. 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 
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3 Born thy people to deliver; 
Born a child and yet a king; 
Born to reign in us for ever; 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit, 
Rule in all our hearts alone: 
By thy all-sufficient merit, 
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Words:  Charles Wesley (1707-1788) (adapted) 
Music:  Ψ/Ǌƻǎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōȅ WƻƘƴ {ǘŀƛƴŜǊ όмупл-1901); descant by Christopher Maxim (1993) 

 
2nd Reading: /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŜǘƻƭŘ (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) read by Matilda Thaddeus-Johns 
 
Antiphon: O Key of David 
Hosanna to the Son of David  Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623) 
 
Antiphon: O Dayspring 
Vigilate     William Byrd (c.1539/40 or 1543-1623) 
 
Please stand and join in the singing  
Lo, he comes, with clouds descending, 
Once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of his train: 
 Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

Christ appears on earth to reign. 
 
2 Ev'ry eye shall now behold him 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the Tree, 
 Deeply wailing, 

Deeply wailing, 
Deeply wailing, 

Shall the true Messiah see. 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
To his ransomed worshippers: 
 With what rapture, 

With what rapture, 
With what rapture, 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
4 Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the pow'r and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
 Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

Words:  Charles Wesley (1707-1788) and John Cennick (1718-1755) 
Music:  ΨIŜƭƳǎƭŜȅΩΥ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƳŜƭƻŘȅ ƛƴ WΦ ²ŜǎƭŜȅΩǎ Ψ{ŜƭŜŎǘ IȅƳƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǳƴŜǎ !ƴƴŜȄǘΩ (1765); 

descant by Christopher Maxim (1996) 

 
3rd Reading: The prophet in exile foresees the coming of the glory of the Lord (Isaiah 60:1-3, 6, 19) 
         read by Jonathan Stoneman 
 
Antiphon: O King of the Nations 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates  William Mathias (1934-1992) 
 
Antiphon: O Emmanuel  
Frohlocket ihr Volker auf Erden  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
 

x INTERVAL y 
 
The holly and the ivy   English Traditional, arr. Reginald Jacques (1894-1969) 
 
In dulci jubilo    Old German tune, arr. Robert Pearsall (1795-1856) 
 
Please stand and join in the singing




